
 Table 2. Estimated Resident Undocumented Population 
By Continent and Top 25 Countries of Origin 

October 1992 and October 1996 

Estimated Resident Undocumented Population 

State  October 1996  Range (+/-)  Pct of Total October 1992 

Average Annual 
Change: 1992-1996 

U.S. TOTAL*................... 5,000,000 400,000 100.0% 

North America............ 3,920,000 325,000 78.3% 
Asia...................... 365,000 25,000 7.3% 
Europe................ 235,000 20,000 4.7% 
South Amer................. 200,000 15,000 4.0% 
Africa.................... 115,000 10,000 2.3% 
Oceania............... 14,000  – 0.3% 
Stateless 
& unknown................. 151,000 5,000 3.1% 

Mexico...................... 2,700,000 250,000 54.1% 
El Salvador.................... 335,000 20,000 6.7% 
Guatemala..................... 165,000 10,000 3.3% 
Canada...................... 120,000 8,000 2.4% 
Haiti................... 105,000 8,000 2.1% 

Philippines............. 95,000 8,000 1.9% 
Honduras..................... 90,000 6,000 1.7% 
Bahamas.............................. 70,000 5,000 1.4% 
Poland............................. 70,000 5,000 1.4% 
Nicaragua....................... 70,000 4,000 1.4% 

Colombia.................. 65,000 4,000 1.3% 
Ecuador....................... 55,000 3,000 1.1% 
Dom. Rep....................... 50,000 3,000 1.0% 
Trinidad................ 50,000 3,000 1.0% 
Jamaica..................... 50,000 3,000 0.9% 

Pakistan................... 41,000 3,000 0.8% 
India................... 33,000 3,000 0.7% 
Dominica...................... 32,000 3,000 0.6% 
Peru.................... 30,000 2,000 0.6% 
Korea................ 30,000 2,000 0.6% 

Ireland..................... 30,000 3,000 0.6% 
Portugal.................... 27,000 2,000 0.5% 
Iran........................ 25,000 2,000 0.5% 
China................... 25,000 2,000 0.5% 
Italy....................... 25,000 2,000 0.5% 

All other................... 612,000 36,000 12.3% 
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– Less than 500  Source: INS Office of Policy and Planning 

* May not total 100% due to rounding 


